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St. Bart's Web Information 
www.stbartston.org 
Also see our Facebook page for 
more! 

St. Bartholomew's  

Anglican Church 

2368 Eggert Road 

Tonawanda, NY 14150 

Phone: (716) 831-1777 

Our Vision: Transforming lives through a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Our Mission: To share Christ’s love and His Word with our community and the world through                      

Christ-centered outreach, worship, prayer, and biblical study.  

St. Bartholomew’s Anglican Church 
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Hello St. Bart’s family!  Once again we flip the calendar to a new year.  This next year might 

seem longer than the year we just went through, because it is by one day.   But that just means we 

have an extra day this year to listen to God, to obey God, and to allow Him to work in us and 

through us.  Spending the extra time with the Lord will make 2024 be better than 2023 by “leap”s 

and bounds!”  So lets hop to it! 

 In my reflections on the past year and the prospect of the new year, two Scriptures came to 

mind.  The first is Acts 3:19.  In Acts 3 we see the Apostle Peter preaching in the Temple about  

Jesus.  And he tells his fellow Jews that the proper response to Jesus’ death and resurrection is to 

“repent and return.”  What are the benefits of this?  Peter states that the benefits are, “that your 

sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the 

Lord.”  Having our sins wiped away is probably the more obvious benefit of repentance.  Less obvi-

ous is those times of refreshing that come from the presence of the Lord.   

We all experience times in our lives where a little refresh feels needed.  But here Peter tells 

us that the times of refreshing that we need most come from having the presence of the Lord in our 

lives.  It is the Lord that gives us the proper perspective on whatever situation we find ourselves in.  

It is in the presence of the Lord that the things of earth grow strangely dim.  It is in the presence of 

the Lord that we find real encouragement to continue on in the faith knowing that He will meet our 

needs.  This is the true refreshment that all of us need.   

The second Scripture is Philippians 3:13-14.  “Brethren, I do not regard myself as having 
laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies 
ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  We can 
be tempted to look back at mistakes and sins we have committed in the past and repented from 
already and allow them to shape our attitude and perspective now.     (Continued on Page 2) 

http://www.stbartston.org/
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2 

 

(Continued from Page 1) 

 

We can be tempted to look at what we once had and think that better than what 

we have now, as the Israelites did in the desert when they desired to return to Egypt.  

But we must avoid both of those.  Forget what lies behind.  It is done and over with.  

When we repent, God forgives our sin.  It is as far from us as the east is from the 

west.  Forget what we once had.  We need to look at what we have now in Christ and 

look forward to what we will have in the future because of what Jesus has done for us.  

Let us strive for that prize.   

No matter our perspective on it, let us not dwell on 2023.  May we instead 
move always forward in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Seeking Him, spending time with Him, 
that each day we may experience the refreshment to our souls provided for us only 
because of the presence of Almighty God in our lives.  Amen! 

 

       Fr. Bush                                                 
        Associate Rector 
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                     VESTRY 

December 2023 

All are invited to attend the Annual Church Meeting after the 10 AM ser-
vice on January 14, 2024, chaired by our outgoing Warden, MJ Brzeczkowski.  
A lunch of subs, chips and soda, as well as cake to celebrate our 15

th
 anniver-

sary at our Eggert Road  location, will be provided for all who attend.  Fr. Ward 
will give a recap of what took place in 2023, including a financial report provid-
ed by our Treasurer, Gary Wisniewski, who will not be able to attend.   Brief 
presentations will also be given by Liz Burkett, our Youth Director and Margaret 
Bukkosy, our Choir Director and Organist. 
 
Fr. Ward was pleased to announce to the Vestry that our 2024 Warden and Jr. 
Warden will be Jim Thompson and Jeff Westerman, respectively.  

Although John Krull is (trying to) “retire” as the coordinator for the Men’s 
Breakfasts, he announced he has made arrangements to have guest speak-
ers for the months of January, February and March 2024.  More information will 
be forthcoming.   
 
It is hard to believe it’s that time of year again, but by now you should have re-
ceived your annual budget and pledge letter.  Just as a reminder, please re-
member to turn in your pledge cards.  This helps the vestry and budget com-
mittee to plan for the upcoming year.   

DEADLINE FOR THE FEBRUARY CHATTER is 

Tuesday, January 16.      Thank you. 
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Please keep those from our Parish Family who are serving our country in the Military 

in your prayers. Please let the church office know if there is anyone that should be             

added to or removed from this prayer list. 

Virginia Boy– Navy                     

James Kerins– Army                       

Andrew Rebl– Army       

Matthew Prohaska_ Air Force          

 

 FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Prayer Night                                       

Thursday, January 18 at 7pm 

Please join us. 

 

 

 FOOD PANTRY:     Remember that we 

collect for the Food Pantry the first weekend 

of every month. NIACAP is so appreciative. 

Please remember that they also can use   

personal care items, paper 

products and soap, etc.. 

 33 bags and boxes of 

food were taken to the 

Food Pantry in December. 

PRAISE THE LORD!!! 

 Let’s continue to 

show them St. Bart’s generosity.            

A BIG THANK YOU!!! to all who 
helped keep the church grounds and 
gardens looking good during the 
Spring and summer months: Tom 
Brown, Steven Gradzewicz, Laurie-
Anne Hammond, Dee Jackman,               
Caroline Rudin, Brenda & Mike Wisz 
and especially new member Joshua 
Jackson who oversaw the group. 
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 BIBLE STUDIES 

Men’s Discipleship Bible Study                             

meets every Tuesday evening at 

6:30pm. We are currently using a           

video series hosted by Mark Correll, 

studying the book of Revelation.                                               

All men are welcome to join us. 

And don’t forget that a group of men 

meet every Tuesday at noon for 

LUNCH at various restaurants around 

town. All men are welcome to join us for 

this too. See John Krull                            

TUESDAY NIGHT LADIES                                

BIBLE STUDY                                          
We meet from 6:30-8:00pm  every  other 

Tuesday, in the large fellowship hall. We 

will begin studying the book of JOHN in 

this new year.                                       

We would love to welcome you              

at our meetings!                                                       

Contact Louise Jones for more            

information. 

    January meetings will be  

The 9th and 23rd. 

 

 

 

 

THE WEDNESDAY MORNING LADIES BIBLE 

STUDY 

thank you all so very much for your support in 

our efforts to SHARE THE WARMTH in Decem-

ber. May God bless each of you, and each of 

those who will benefit from your generosity. Two 

truck-loads of warmth have been delivered to 

men at City Mission and to women and children 

at Cornerstone. 
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TO THE OUTSIDE IT IS A CHOIR REHEARSAL! 

On the inside it is so much more! 

The first breath that a choir takes together is filled with 

Focus 

Intention 

Emotion 

Anticipation 

A breath unified for no other reason  

than to make something beautiful together. 

On the inside it is 

A sense of belonging 

An uplifting change of mood 

A confidence booster 

A creative outlet 

An extended family support system 

A place to discover your best self 

An opportunity to change people’s lives through music. 

An opportunity to experience the Holy Spirit within. 

An opportunity to praise God without reservation. 

 

THAT IS THE REASON WE DO WHAT WE DO! 

WHERE ARE YOU? AND YOU? AND YOU? 

  Join one of our choirs and experience  

     the beauty of singing in a group. 

Music Notes from Margaret Bukkosy 
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January Birthdays 

If you notice a mistake in the birthday list please call (716) 831-1777 or email 

the secretaries:  secretaries@stbartston.org 

 

1 Robert Kyser, Deborah Ryan 

2 Joseph Calamita 

3 Paul Etienne 

4 Hadassah Bush, Grace Delisanti 

6 George Brock, Nicholas Horvath 

7 Eric Weber 

8 Thomas Crane, Kellen Matesic,                  

 Amanda Waddington 

10 Charlene Albanese, Jonathan Emmons, 

 Barbara Molison, Mitchell Simon    

11 Elin Freeman, Marcia Hutt 

12 Lori Abramo, Matthew Dibble,                         

 Ruth Marcinelli 

13 Logan Moyer 

14 Kevin Batchen 

15 Daniel Bunker, Lawrence Moyer 

16 Claudia Fries, John Krull 

19 Kylie Derrett, Erica Weber 

20 Robert Hughes, Carmello Pitruzella 

22 Karen Bunker, Donovan Heacock 

25 Patricia Dyviniak, Fred Garrasi Jr.,                     

 Carol Loucks, Parker Waddington 

26 Matthew Prohaska 

28 Fr. Richard Molison 

 

30 Kacy Wandel 

31 James Kissel                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 

2 Allison Hillery 

3 Barbara Chiaravalle, Brittany Wilkowski 

4 Carol Brock, Dorothea Haas,                     

 Connie Prohaska 

5 Daniel Arnold 
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 January Calendar 
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PERSECUTED CHURCH CALENDAR 
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PRAYERS FOR THE NEW YEAR 
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HOW C-C-COLD IS IT? 


