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St. Bart's Web Information 
www.stbartston.org 
Also see our Facebook page for 
more! 

St. Bartholomew's  

Anglican Church 

2368 Eggert Road 

Tonawanda, NY 14150 

Phone: (716) 831-1777 

Our Vision: Transforming lives through a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Our Mission: To share Christ’s love and His Word with our community and the world through                      

Christ-centered outreach, worship, prayer, and biblical study.  

St. Bartholomew’s Anglican Church 

  VOLUME 68 NUMBER 3          The Chatter          MARCH 2025 

 ANOTHER SEASON  OF LENT! 

      As we continue our reflections on the church seasons we now come to the most challenging 

season of them all - LENT!  Lent is an opportunity for us to not only reflect on sin's destructive 

nature but to remember what Jesus had to go through to overcome it.  While Advent focuses 

on the coming of Christ, Christmas His Incarnation, and Epiphany the Light of His revelation, it 

is during Lent that we come face to face with His suffering.  Jesus became like us not only to 

communicate God personally and perfectly, but to suffer and die for mankind.  His suffering 

and death not only exposed the evil of sin but also revealed the love of God.  Many know John 

3:16: "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever be-

lieves in Him should not perish but have eternal life."  However, it is Romans 5:8 that tells 

us how that love was shown when the Apostle Paul wrote, "But God demonstrates His own 

love towards us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us." 

    God’s love for us is not only sacrificial but it’s unconditional!  God doesn't love us because, 

if, or when we do something, He loves us period.  Romans 8:38-39 tells us that "nothing can 

separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord!"  And yet, there is 

one thing that can get in the way to experiencing the love of God - the self!  When we turn from 

the love of God we lose the very life source and reason for living.  We still live in a dark world 

and we still do battle with our selfish human nature.  The only way to grow in the love of Christ 

is to spend time with Him.  That is how we are filled with the Holy Spirit.  Recall that after pray-

ing and fasting for 40 days, Jesus was tempted by the devil and then that He was led by the 

Holy Spirit to begin His ministry (Lk. 4:1-15).Such times of prayer and fasting enable us to 

walk in faith and repentance each and every day.                         continued  on p.2 

http://www.stbartston.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stbartsanglicanchurch/
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Continued from Page 1 

     Lent provides us the way for renewed commitment to do battle with our sinful 

nature as we spend more time with the Lord in prayer, worship, and in His Holy 

Word.  On the Friday's (7-8:30 PM) during Lent with the exception of March 21 

and Good Friday I will be leading a Bible Study on "Defending the 

Faith."  When people ask "Can the Bible be trusted?" or "How do we know it is 

the Word of God?" what would you say?  Or questions like "What about life after 

death, heaven, and hell?"   And “what about the divinity of Jesus?”  "How do we 

know He is God?"   These questions will be addressed in detail during our stud-

ies. I hope you can join us and please invite a friend or family member!   

          Yours in Christ, 

          Father Ward 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

The Beginning of Lent 

March 5, 2025 

Holy Eucharist and the                           

Imposition of Ashes 

6:45am   9:30am   7pm 
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                     VESTRY 

DEADLINE FOR THE APRIL CHATTER is 

Tuesday, March 18  Thank you. 

ST. BART’S: CELEBRATING 70 YEARS OF MINISTRY! 

FEBRUARY 2025 
 
CONFIRMATION & 70

th
 ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION:  This year Holy Con-

firmation will be moved to the 4:30 PM service Saturday, May 17, followed by 
a dinner celebrating our 70

th
 anniversary as a parish.  More details will be giv-

en as we get closer to the celebratory weekend.   
 

Discipleship Team:    Volunteers are needed!  If this is something you may be 
interested in joining, or simply want more information, please do not hesitate 
to contact John Hillestad and/or Donna Daniele.   

 
2025 Budget and Pledge Letters:   If you have not received your letter, contact 

Fr. Ward.  Please remember to send in your pledges as this helps the budget 
committee do a review of our income vs expenses on a regular   basis as well 
as prepare next year’s budget.   

 
Altar Flowers:  You’ve probably noticed the beautiful fresh flowers at the alter 

each week (except Lent).  Please know a memorial or thanksgiving donation 
for the flowers ($30) is always welcome. The name of your loved one or the 
thanksgiving designation will then be put in the bulletin for the designated 
week. 
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 PRAYER MINISTRY TEAM 
Prayer Requests – If you, your family and/or your friends are in need of prayer 

there are prayer request cards in the pews and at the front church entrance. 
They can be deposited in the church box at the front entrance. They are picked 
up twice a week.  Also, you can request prayers online through our website    
under the tab “Parish Life” or this link: https://www.stbartston.org/prayer-
requests 

Intercessory Prayer – Sundays at the 10 AM service during the ministration of            
communion. See the weekly bulletin for dates.  Also, look for the lavender          
Intercessory Prayer tags on people willing to pray with/for you.  

If you are in need of some quiet time the Prayer Room is open daily during office 
hours (from 9 am till 3pm) and can be used before, during or after the weekly 
Saturday and Sunday services. 

When you have had Prayers Answered and, if you would like to (confidentially) 
share them with us,  you can do that by dropping us a note in the prayer box at 
the church entrance. We would love to hear from you. 

Mark 2:2-11:  ‘And some people came, bringing to Him a 
man who was paralyzed, carried by four men. And when 
they were unable to get to Him because of the crowd, they 
removed the roof above Him; and after digging an opening, 
they let down the pallet on which the paralyzed man was 
lying. And Jesus, seeing their faith, said to the paralyzed 
man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” ‘ 

 

And what about those friends? Their love for the paralyzed 
man was obvious. They were willing to try anything to help 
him. 

And isn’t that what intercessory prayer comes down to? 
Our love for our friends, family and the lost. So much love 

for them that we are willing to tear open the roof of the house, digging through the 
dried mud and thatch to create an opening above Jesus to intercede for them as they 
cannot pray for themselves. We have all had times when we needed to be carried by 
our friends through prayer. 

Peace, Love and Joy in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

https://www.stbartston.org/prayer-requests
https://www.stbartston.org/prayer-requests
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 BIBLE STUDIES 

Men’s Discipleship Group 

meets every Tuesday evening, 6:30pm.                                             

Contact John Krull for more information. 

All men are invited to attend. 

 

Women’s Tuesday Evening Bible 
Study                                                        

meets at 6:30 pm every other Tuesday.         
Our current study is COURAGEOUS  HEROES 
OF FAITH,   men and women of the Bible who 

overcame extraordinary difficulties.                               
Our March meetings will be the 11th and 25th.          

            See Louise Jones if you wish to be a  
         part of this study, so she can have needed materials ready for you. 

 

Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study                                                        
meets at 10:30 am. We are studying the book of Amos, using a study guide by                

Jennifer Rothschild called  Amos: An Invitation to the Good Life.                                                

See Sharon Scott for more information. 

ALL women are invited to join one or both Bible Study groups. 

A NEW SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY IS COMING!!!    

Sunday morning Bible Study is back for a special 6-week session! (March 9– April 13) 

We will be discussing “Building Healthy Relationships,” which is from the Fruits-of-the-

Spirit series. Homework is NOT required but questions are provided for discussion at 

home or in the group. A sample of the individual topics included in the study is posted on 

the tri-fold in Fr. Amend Hall, along with a sign-up sheet. 

Books are no more than $10 each; final cost is determined by the number of books       

ordered. Couples may share a book if they desire. 

We will meet in the room across from the library, from 8:15am to 9:45am.                           

COFFEE WILL BE PROVIDED! 

8 O’CLOCKERS: PLEASE JOIN US! EVEN THOUGH WE START AT 8:15, YOU WILL 

HAVE 30-40 MINUTES OF DISCUSSION IF YOU COME TO CLASS IMMEDIATELY 

AFTER THE 8AM SERVICE. 

Any questions? Contact Brenda Wisz, facilitator.                                                                             
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 FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

FOOD PANTRY:                                                       

 31 bags and boxes of food and other items were            

donated in February. We received a thank you letter from them 

expressing their extreme gratitude to our church. 

Remember that we collect for the NIACAP Food Pantry the 

first weekend of every month.      

Thank you for your continued generosity.      

 ROMEO’s                                   

(Retired Old Men Eating Out)                     
Every Tuesday at 12 noon, a group of men 

meet for lunch and fellowship at various                    

restaurants around the area.                                     

See John Krull to get on their email list to see         

  where they are going next !!                                                                            

    ALL men are welcome to join them!! 

Please keep those from our Parish Family who are serving our          

country in the Military in your prayers. Please let the church office 

know if there is anyone that should be added to or removed from this 

prayer list. 

Virginia Boy– Navy                                                                 
James Kerins– Army                                                                                           
Sean MacLeay-Navy                                                                                     
Matthew Miller– Army                                                                                                        
Matthew Prohaska– Air Force                                                                                            
Andrew Rebl– Army               
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 FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

There will NOT be a Men's 
Breakfast in March.                                                              

Instead, the men's group will be going to 

the Iron Sharpens Iron                 
Conference (ISI).  

For information about the ISI conference, 
contact John Krull. Krull.                                         

 Last day to sign up is                         
 Sunday, March 2nd. 

Attention Women of St. Bart's 

Save the date! On Saturday, April 5, 2025 

we will have a one-day retreat with a special 

guest  speaker. We will be gathering to       

deepen our ability to hear God's voice in our 

day to day lives. Come be refreshed in the 

season of Lent. Please contact Kacy Wandel 

for more details and/or to assist in continued 

planning, 570.815.5357 
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March Birthdays 

If you notice a mistake in the birthday list please call (716) 831-1777 or email 

the secretaries:  secretaries@stbartston.org 

 

1 Tina Gwizdowski 

3 Linda Cadena, Lynn Farley 

5 Donna Daniele, Rosemary Taber,                      

 Connie Wiegen        

7    Patsy Winkler 

10 Isabelle Hillestad 

11 Karen Decker 

13 Robin Prohaska, Kelley Wojnowski 

14 Thomas Brzeczkowski, Matthew Welch 

15 Thomas Crane, Jessica Kyser 

17 Gerald Bella 

18 Ashley Decker, Nathaniel Hillery,                     

 Ryan Hillery, Albert Schreier,                        

 Jeanette Smalter 

19 William Cosentino, Kristen Fish,                          

 Kate Hillestad, Sharon Hughes 

20 Kim Condon, Richard Heer, James Hyzy 

22 Janice Nolan 

24 Jon Prohaska 

25 Jon Arnold, Arianna Kyser 

28 Linda Johnson 

29 Nancy Militello, Morgan Tobin 

30 Carol Baldi, James Scott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 

1 Pamela Morrison   

2 Aidyn McAndrews 

3 Jennifer Gradzewicz, Jacquelyn Luckoski 

4 KatieGrace Hillestad, Edward Woeppel 

5 Joan Bella, Makayla Johnson                                    
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 March Calendar 
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PERSECUTED CHURCH CALENDAR 
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 The Cross  by Vera Thomas 

 

I carry a cross in my pocket, a simple reminder to me 

of the fact that I am a Christian, no matter where I may be. 
 

This little cross is not magic, nor is it a good luck charm. 

It isn’t meant to protect me from every physical harm. 
 

It’s not for identification, for all the world to see.  

It’s simply an understanding between my Savior and me. 
 

When I put my hand in my pocket to bring out a coin or a key,              
the cross is there to remind me of the price He paid for me. 

 

It reminds me, too, to be thankful for my blessings day by day,               
and to strive to serve Him better in all I do and say. 

 

It’s also a daily reminder of the peace and comfort I share 

with all who know my Master and give themselves to His care. 
 

So, I carry a cross in my pocket, reminding no one but me 

that Jesus Christ is Lord of my life, if only I let Him be. 


