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St. Bart's Web Information 
www.stbartston.org 
Also see our Facebook page for 
more! 

St. Bartholomew's  

Anglican Church 

2368 Eggert Road 

Tonawanda, NY 14150 

Phone: (716) 831-1777 

Our Vision: Transforming lives through a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Our Mission: To share Christ’s love and His Word with our community and the world through                      

Christ-centered outreach, worship, prayer, and biblical study.  

St. Bartholomew’s Anglican Church 

  VOLUME 66 NUMBER 11          The Chatter             NOVEMBER 2023 

WHAT HAPPENS IN ISRAEL MATTERS! 

 The horrible events of the last few weeks have brought the world's attention back to          

Israel.  As students of God's Word, we shouldn’t be surprised.  The Bible makes clear that before 

Christ returns, Israel will be at the center of the world’s attention.  In fact, the Old Testament  

prophets predict that Israel's Messiah will come to Jerusalem during a time when the city is         

besieged by the world's armies (Zechariah chs.12 &14).  It is why Jesus warns of terrible conflict 

in the Holy Land as a sign prior to His coming back to earth (Luke 21:20-24) .   

 But what happens in Israel also matters to us as Christians and Americans today.  Israel 

represents the only truly free democratic nation in the Middle East.  It upholds the rights of freedom 

of speech, the press, the right to assembly, and religion.  And yet, it is surrounded by nations who 

reject such values and call for its destruction. Such hatred was on full display this past October 7, 

To add insult to injury, Hamas attacked Israel on the Sabbath.  It committed atrocities of the worst 

kind,  murdering over 1400 Jews, the single greatest number since the days of the Holocaust.  

 Such evil flows from the spirit of the evil one, the devil. Jesus warned the world of this evil 

when He said in John 10:10, "the thief comes only to steal, kill, and destroy."  But then Jesus 

continued and said, "but I came that they may have life and have it abundantly."  Therein lies 

the hope for the entire world.  It is only when both Muslim and Jew, Palestinian and Israeli, turn to 

the Prince of Peace that they will have the  inner, lasting peace  that  brings true reconciliation.  

 As Christians we are called to stand against the forces of evil both temporally and                 
spiritually.  However, the spiritual is most important.  We cannot allow hate and anger to replace 
love and charity.  We must work to protect all people here in the United States against prejudice 
and bigotry.    

           continued on page 2  
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Continued from page 1 

 We must support Israel’s defense and right to exist as well as efforts to protect 

the  innocent on both sides.  Jesus said to "love for your enemies and pray for 

those who persecute you" (Mt. 5:44).  St. Paul warns us to take up the spiritual        

armor in Ephesians 6:13-17 knowing that "our struggle is not against flesh and 

blood but against the rulers, the powers, the world forces of this darkness, 

against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places."  (Eph. 6:12). 

 It is during times of trial and tribulation that our faith is most tested.  We can         

either shrink back in fear and let worry and anxiety rule our hearts, or we can double 

down on the promises of God's Word - that God is sovereign and in complete          

control.  Nothing happens without His permission.  All that is going on in the Middle 

East and the world is preparing all humanity, the entire universe, for the return of the 

Kings of kings and Lord of lords - Jesus Christ!  When we recognize such true                  

promises, then we can joyfully heed Jesus' words, "But when these things begin to 

take place, straighten up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is 

drawing near.”  (Luke 21:28). 

          Yours in Christ, 

           Fr. Ward  
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                     VESTRY 
SEPTEMBER  
 
New air conditioning units will be installed in the Fr. Amend Hall, replacing the 
old, original units. Installation is set for the Spring of 2024.   
 

Support for Nick & Lauren Sluyter:  A $3000 donation from St. Bart’s was given 
to this couple in support of their on-going ministry work at Buffalo State College.   
 

Two new, updated defibrillators will be purchased, one for upstairs and one for 
the main floor.   
 

Three new cameras will be purchased to replace the three that are not working.   
 

In support for the widows and orphans of three lay leaders who were gunned 
down in Northern Iraq last month, a $1500 donation was given to the Kramer’s 
ministry, Love for the Least.   
 

OCTOBER  
 
New signs will be installed at the main entrance and administrative office doors.   

A $5,000 donation will be sent in support for the good work of Bishop Andudu of 

the Anglican Diocese of Kadugli in Sudan.  He also oversees the local Suda-

nese congregation that meets at St. Bart’s.  His diocese is responding to refu-

gees and those in need in the Nuba mountains of Sudan, the area where the 

Diocese is located.  As a result of the renewed Civil War in Sudan, many are 

suffering and have left the capital, fleeing to the Nuba Mountains.  Many are al-

so coming to Christ because of these efforts of support. 

The 2024 budget was unanimously approved by the Vestry.   

The 2024 annual elections will be held on the weekend of December 9
th
 and 

10
th
, before and after all services.  At least four candidates will be running for 

three Vestry  positions.  If you would like to run for Vestry, please see Fr. Ward. 

More information will be forthcoming as we near these dates.   

 

DEADLINE FOR THE DECEMBER CHATTER is Tuesday,                                      

November 21.      Thank you. 
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Please keep those from our Parish Family who are serving our country in the Military in 

your prayers. Please let the church office know if there is anyone that should be             

added to or removed from this prayer list. 

Virginia Boy– Navy                       Andrew Rebl– Army              

James Kerins– Army                      Matthew Prohaska– Air Force    

 FOR YOUR INFORMATION 

Prayer Night                         

Thursday, November 16 at 7pm 

 

 

 FOOD PANTRY:  Remember that we 

collect for the Food Pantry the first weekend 

of every month. NIACAP is so appreciative. 

Please remember that they also can use   

personal care items, paper products and 

soap, etc.. 

29 bags and boxes of 

food, as well as several 

cash donations, were  

taken to the Food Pantry 

in October. 

 Let’s continue to show 

them St. Bart’s generosity.            

 

Saturday,            

November 18 at 

9am. 

                                  All men are invited. 

The LANCASTER OPERA 

HOUSE                                        

presents                                                                                     

“A CHRISTMAS STORY”    

    The play is Sunday, December 3rd 

at 2:30pm.                                                   

We have 30 tickets available on a first 

come– first served basis.                                                         

Tickets are $26 each.                                                                                              

See MJ Brzeczkowski or                       

Louise Jones for tickets or                           

more information. 

The GIFT SHOP says Thank you, thank you, thank you for continuing 

to bring in  your Dash’s receipts.  Even those little ones for a 

cup of coffee all add up. We were able to submit another 

$5,000.00 in receipts - that’s another $125.00 for continuing 

our donations to charity.  

And remember - supporting the Gift Shop by shopping and      

donating is yet another way to contribute.                             
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 BIBLE STUDIES 

Men’s Discipleship Bible Study                             

meets every Tuesday evening at 

6:30pm. We are currently using a           

video series hosted by Mark Correll, 

studying the book of Revelation.                                               

All men are welcome to join us. 

And don’t forget that a group of men 

meet  every Tuesday at noon for 

LUNCH at various restaurants around 

town. All men are welcome to join us for 

this too. See John Krull                            

or Dn. John Reitz for more information. 

TUESDAY NIGHT LADIES                                

BIBLE STUDY                                          
We meet from 6:30-8:00pm  every  other 

Tuesday, in the large fellowship hall. We 

are finishing our study of Matthew and 

will soon begin studying the book of 

JOHN. We would love to welcome you at 

our meetings!                                                       

Contact Louise Jones for more            

information. 

    November meetings will be the 7th 

and 21st. 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY MORNING LADIES                

BIBLE STUDY 

meets at 10:30am.   We are currently             

studying Paul’s letter to the Galatians.                                             

All ladies are welcome to join us.                               

See Barbara Molison for more information. 
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Greetings and a happy and blessed Thanksgiving to your family. 

At the 10:00 a.m. November 5 All Saints Sunday service there will 

be special music selections presented by soloist Marley Smith and 

the adult choir.   

All of our singing groups are preparing for the upcoming seasons 

of Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas.  We hope that you might 

consider joining. There are no auditions.  Choir members  get    

excited when a “new” person shows up at a rehearsal.  Consider 

this YOUR invitation!       

The  November rehearsal  and singing schedules are below.        

Cherub Choir - November 5,12,19,26 after the 10:00 a.m. service 

   Singing in church on 11/26 Please arrive by 9:30 a.m. 

Children’s Choir – November 5,12, 26 after the 10:00 a.m. service 

  Singing in church on 11/26.  Please arrive by 9:30 a.m. 

   Note:  There is no rehearsal on the 19
th

. 

Adult Choir – November 1, 8, 15, 29 at 7 p.m. in the choir room 

  Singing in church November 5, 12, 19 and 23. 

Contemporary – Eileen Arnold will plan contemporary music       

selections for the 10:00 a.m. service on November 26.  She will be in 

touch with singers.  This will be a blended service with traditional 

music as well.

 

Music Notes from Margaret Bukkosy 
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 ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
TOWN OF TONAWANDA, NY 

 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

REQUESTS THE HONOR OF YOUR PRESENCE 
AT A DINNER, 

THE HOLY COMMUNION, 
TO BE GIVEN IN HIS HONOR 

 
THANKSGIVING DAY 
NOVEMBER 23, 2023 

8  & 10AM 
 

Remember the first invitation in Matthew 22:1-14 
 

OUR THANKSGIVING DAY SERVICES are at 8 & 10AM. Remember to give thanks to           
Almighty God for His blessings to us in the past year. Emphasize the spiritual blessings of 
the day by including your company in your celebration at church as well as sharing food at 
your table at home. Receiving Holy Communion on this holiday is an appropriate way to 
honor our Lord Jesus, as well as gathering our families with our church family. 
 
THE ADVENT ENVELOPE is included in your packet of offering envelopes with the hope of returning the 
true meaning of Advent as a time of spiritual preparation for the coming of Christ into our hearts in our 
Christmas Communion. You may return the Advent envelope to the church or place it in the alms basin 
anytime during the Advent/Christmas season. Advent offerings will be distributed to the needy and other 
Christian ministries. Thank you! 
 

FLOWERS FOR THE CHRISTMAS ALTAR may be given as memorials or thank offerings. Please use the en-
velopes provided in the pews. Deadline is December 3rd. 
 

THE ANNUAL PARISH ELECTION FOR THE VESTRY WILL BE HELD DECEMBER 9 and 10. Voting will take 
place before and after all three services. Photos and information about all candidates will be available be-
fore the election. Please see Fr. Ward if you are interested in being a candidate. 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM will be Sunday, December 17 at 4:30pm. Dinner and Ginger-
bread House decorating will follow the program. 
 

PLEASE CHECK PARISH LIFE in the Sunday bulletin for announcements regarding upcoming events and 
ministry opportunities. 
 

THE MONTHLY COLLECTION OF FOOD FOR THE NIA-CAP FOOD PANTRY is the first weekend of each 
month. Thank you for your continued and generous support of this ministry! 
 

PLEDGE CARDS WILL BE SOON SENT IN THE MAIL AND AVAILABLE N THE PEWS FOR OUR 2024 BUDGET. 
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November Birthdays 

If you notice a mistake in the birthday list please call (716) 831-1777 or email 

the secretaries:  secretaries@stbartston.org 

 

1 Andrew LaDuca, Margaret McCarthy 

2 Betty Wandel 

3 Patricia Emmons, Sarah McCarthy 

4 David Kisloski Jr., Mark LaDuca,                       

 Riley McAndrews, Cathy Reitz, 

 Renee Szymanski, Miles VanSaders 

5 Karen Dolce 

6 Sharon Lukacz 

10 Autumn Bush, Judy Karnuth,                   

 Norma Passino 

11 Muriel Forte, Caitlyn Siegel 

12 James Glownia, Diane Hyzy 

13 Janette Chairavalle 

14 Nancy Brylinski 

16 Pamela Austin, Michael Hillery, Larry Lade 

17 Donna Hubbard, Jean Service,                    

 Fr. Burt Weigen 

19 Alice Csont, Paul Faust 

20 Justin Johnson 

22 Fr. Jacob Bush, Irene Scranton 

23 Louis Oliveri Jr. 

24 John Calabrese, Diane Merrick,                 

 Aisha Nordee, Caiden Socha 

25 Ronald Derrett 

27 Andrew Hillery III, Gary Pawlowski Jr. 

 

28 Stephanie Fetter, Thomas Passino,      

 James Weiser 

29 Isabel Gradzewicz, Isabel Luckoski,                 

 Baritema Nordee, Robert Nowak,                     

 Molly Sammarco, Robert Tackaberry 

30 Erin Andrade, Skye LaDuca,                        

 Thomas Houston 

 

DECEMBER 

1 Marcia Brock, Khloe Kibby 

2 Lucas Fish 

4 Grace Ward 

5 Richard Herrmann, Lindsay Tobin,                  

Carol Woeppel 
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November Calendar 



13 

 

PERSECUTED CHURCH CALENDAR 
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Happy Thanksgiving 

...that which moves planets, changes 

seasons, instructs trees to bud and 

wheat to  ripen; that makes our 

hearts beat and our souls to desire 

the good, and  enables us to enjoy 

the blessings of family and friends:                        

the Wisdom of God! 

Dn. Jim Kibby 

...my beautiful wife,                  

my children, my family and 

my church family. 

 Fr. Bush 

...Christian  music. It always 

lifts me up when I am down, 

by reminding me of the joy 

that comes from  a                   

relationship with Jesus. 

 Liz Burkett 

...fellowship with good 

friends.                                    

Dn. John Reitz 

… St. Bartholomew’s. 

                   Fr. Ward 

What are you thankful for? 

God’s gift of music and all of 

the members in St. Bart’s    

music groups. I’m also              

thankful for the wonderful 

staff at St. Bart’s. 

 Margaret Bukkosy 


