St. Bartholomew’s Angllcan Church

Our Vision: Transforming lives through a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

Our Mission: To share Christ’s love and His Word with our community and the world through

Christ-centered outreach, worship, prayer, and biblical study.
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THE ELECTION, THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND OUR RESPONSE

Are you worried about this year's election? You're not alone. A poll done earlier this year by the American
Psychiatric Association of 2200 adults found that 73% are anxious about the presidential election. Such anxiety
shouldn't surprise us in light of the divisive nature of today's political discourse. It's easy to look around and feel
like things are out of control. Certainly, the moral trends in our land are disturbing. The quest for true righteous-
ness seems to have been lost. How do we make sense of it all and what should be our response?

As followers of the One True God revealed in the Lord Jesus Christ, we must remember what Jesus said to
Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor, when He was brought before him to be crucified. Recall that throughout
His ministry Jesus confronted political and religious power. After He was accused of blasphemy and then sedi-
tion by the Jewish religious authorities, they turned him over to Pilate. We read in John that after Pilate sarcas-
tically said, "You are the king of the Jews?” Note how Jesus replied: “My kingdom is not of this world.
If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would be fighting so that | would not be handed over to
the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this realm.” Pilate then doubled down on his initial statement and
said again, “So You are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say correctly that | am a king. For this purpose | have
been born, and for this | have come into the world: to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the
truth listens to My voice.”

In that one statement, Jesus summed up the essence of His ministry and purpose - to testify to the truth about
the source and reason for everything and to lead people into His truth. Recall earlier that Jesus said He embodies
truth and that He is the only way to a perfect relationship with His Father (Jn. 14:6). The kingdom of which Jesus
speaks, is the Kingdom of God. As believers who have been born again, we are citizens of this Kingdom. And yet,
even though our true citizenship is in heaven, our work is here on earth! We have been called out of the darkness of
sin and death and into His marvelous light in order to go back into the darkness of this world and let our lights shine! It
is how we make a difference for the Kingdom of God.

Continued on Page 2
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Continued from Page 1

Thus, in light of Jesus' example, as we approach this vitally important election we must remem-
ber four key responsibilities: 1) work on our attitude towards others, especially those with whom
we disagree - love, humility, selflessness must always be our motivation (Rom. 12:14-18; Philp 2:4-
5) 2) pray, pray and then pray! - we are told to pray for our leaders and for a peaceful life! (I Tim.
2:1-4; Philp 4:6-8) 3) be involved in your church and community - we are called by Jesus to
GO into the world and engage with those around us (Mt. 5:14-16; 28:19-20) and 4) finally vote!
(Mt. 22:21) The great theologian, Augustine of Hippo (354-430) famously wrote in his monumental
multi-volume work, The City of God, that to be a good citizen of heaven means to be a good citi-
zen in the "city of man." As Americans who have been given the right and privilege to elect our
leaders as our representatives, that includes voting. Let's face it, if most Bible believing Christians
actually voted - a simple act of obedience to God's call to be responsible citizens - our impact would
be far greater!

Of course, when it comes to voting, it is important that we know the issues and which candi-
dates align most with a biblical worldview. That may seem difficult these days as both sides fall
short of true righteousness. But it is important that we do our research and we listen to the voices of
those we respect. Then pray and vote your conscience! | will speak more about the upcoming elec-
tion and our response the weekend before Nov. 5th. | hope to see you in church!

Yours in Christ,
Father Ward

Give thanks to the Lord,
for He 1s good; His love
endures forever
Psalm 107:1

Hawve a Bf[efsea’
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VESTRY 2\

SEPTEMBER 2024 I
Application for Membership into Diocese of Christ Our Hope: We \

have been provisionally accepted into the diocese. Fr. Ward,
Fr. Bush, Fr. Wandel, Deacon Kibby, Deacon Gary and his wife,
Elaine, and John Krull will attend the Nov. 6-9 Diocesan Assembly
in Roanoke, VA where St. Bart’s will be formally accepted into the
diocese.

Tote Bags: Remember to purchase a St. Bartholomew’s tote bag for $3. You can find them
in the Fr. Amend Hall or stop in to the office to purchase one.

Pray for Israel Monday, October 7, 2024, 6:30 pm: All are invited by Jacob Quinn to
participate in a prayer service at the North Tonawanda City Hall for peace in Israel on the
anniversary of the Hamas attack.

Sudanese Bishop Abraham Nhial’s Visit: Sudanese Bishop Abraham Nhial from the
Diocese of Aiwel visited on Sunday, September 15". Although he is a US Citizen, he lives
in Kenya with his wife and 7 children. He shared more about his ministry in the Diocese
of Aweil in South Sudan. If you were unable to hear him speak, you can find his talk on
our website at stbartston.org.

OCTOBER 2024

Pray for Israel Monday, October 7, 2024, 6:30 pm: All are invited by Jacob Quinn to
participate in a prayer service at the North Tonawanda City Hall for peace in Israel on the
anniversary of the Hamas attack.

2025 Budget: The vestry unanimously approved the budget for 2025.

Support for the Warners at Set Free Ministries, Buffalo, and the Sluyters for Ratio
Christi_ at Buff State: The vestry unanimously approved to donate $1,000 and $3,000,
respectively, to these two Christian ministries.

New Signs: You may have noticed the signs over the main entrance and office doors have
been replaced with the correct color signs. (Finally!)

Thank you Brenda Wisz: For sharing your personal
example of Christ at work at the 10 am service on
Sunday, September 29".

DEADLINE FOR THE DECEMBER CHATTER
is Tuesday, November 19. Thank you.




PRAYER MINISTRY

PRAYER MINISTRY TEAM

Prayer Requests — If you, your family and/or your friends are in need of prayer there are
prayer request cards in the pews and at the front church entrance. They can be
deposited in the church box at the front entrance. They are picked up twice a week. Al-
S0, you can request prayers online through our website under the tab “Parish Life” or
this link: https://www.stbartston.org/prayer-requests

Intercessory Prayer — Sundays at the 10 AM service during the ministration of
communion. See the weekly bulletin for dates. Also, look for the lavender Intercessory
Prayer tags on people willing to pray with/for you.

If you are in need of some quiet time the Prayer Room is open daily during office hours
(from 9 am till 3pm) and can be used before, during or after the weekly Saturday and
Sunday services.

When you have had Prayers Answered and, if you would like to (confidentially) share
them with us, you can do that by dropping us a note in the prayer box at the church
entrance. We would love to hear from you.

Prayer is how we communicate with God and something we're told to do continually.
(1_Thessalonians 5:17).

Sharing our news (good or bad) with God, even though He already knows all about us, is
helpful as it shifts our focus and helps us think about Him.

Sometimes our prayers will take the form of words, but often it will be a wordless reaching out
to Him. It’s possible to “pray continually” because Christ’s Spirit unites our hearts to God’s,
continually assuring us of His love for us as His children (Romans 8:16).

Other times “we do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us
through wordless groans. 2 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Splrlt be-
cause the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God. ? And we
know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose”. (Roman 8:26-28)

Lastly, as we approach the November 5 elections, “l urge, then first of all, that petitions,
prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people— *for kings and all those in
authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. ° This is
good, and pleases God our Savior, *who wants all people to be saved and to come to a
knowledge of the truth”. (1 Timothy 2:1-4)
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BIBLE STUDIES

Women’s Tuesday Evening Bible Study
meets at 6:30 pm every other Tuesday. They will soon be finishing their
study of the Gospel of John. Their next study will be: COURAGEOUS
HEROES OF FAITH - men and women of the Bible who overcame
extraordinary difficulties.

November meetings are the 12th and 26th.
See Louise Jones for more information.

Women’s Wednesday Morning Bible Study
meets at 10:30 am every Wednesday.
See Sharon Scott for more information.

We are
Thankful for

MEN'S

Discipleship Group

Men’s Discipleship Group

meets every Tuesday evening, 6:30pm.
Contact John Krull for more
information.




PRAYER FOR ISRAEL SERVICE

On Monday October 7 at 6:30 PM, Fr. Ward and other Christian and Jewish lead-
ers led a prayer service for Israel and the hostages still held in Gaza. About 85 people
(20 from St. Bart’s) gathered at North Tonawanda City Hall. It was the only public ser-
vice held in WNY in memory of the October 7 massacre. News Channels 4 & 7 were
present. The WNY Jewish community held private services to avoid potential Antisemit-
ic harassment. God’s Word calls on us to pray for the peace of Jerusalem and Israel!
(Psalm 122) A Big Thank You! to our members who came out to be present and pray!




FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Please keep those from our Parish Family who are Men’s Breakfast

serving our country in the Military in your pray-
ers. Please let the church office know if there is Saturday, November 16 at 9am.

anyone that should be added to or removed from All men are welcome

this prayer list. ) . . .
Invite MALE family, friends & neighbors to

Virginia Boy— Navy

James Kerins— Army . JoIn 5. . .
Sean MacLeay-Navy If you would like to help with cooking,
Matthew Miller— Army . we begin at 7:30am.
Matthew Prohaska- ) JL X —
Alr Force EBLESS ; MEN'S MINISTR¥ ¢
Andrew Rebl- Army 0uR! BREAKFAST -\ .
i - ! I | ) ; g Food, faith and v A
S ! fellowship!
S RE Join us. 7
Third Saturday of each month 7 ix
FOOD PANTRY: 34 bags and box- Men’s Lunch:
es of food were donated in October. Re- Every Tuesday at 12 noon, a group of men
member that we collect for the Food Pantry meet for lunch and fellowship at various
the first weekend of restaurants around the area. See John Krull

or Dn. John Reitz to get on their email list to
see where they are going next !!
ALL men are welcome to join them!!

every month. NIACAP is “U
so appreciative of our do-
nations. Please remem-
ber that they also can use

personal care items, %ows NOSEP&O%
paper products and soap, {%@
etc.. Let’s continue to show them our

generosity. Thank you. THE LUNCH BUNCH

Thank VOU!! to Debbie Geis, Lauri-Anne Hammond,

Dona Hubbard, Elijah Hubbard, Rose Hubbard, Frankie Mure,
Olivia Mure, Cathy Reitz and everyone who helped to make
and keep St Bartholomew’s gardens beautiful this last year.

“You shall be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose
waters do not fail.” Isaiah 58:11

Anfl a big THANK YOU to Joshua Jackson, too!!




MUSIC NOTES FROM MARGARET BUKKOSY

November 2024

A list of some of the benefits children/youth and adults receive from singing
in a choir!
Boosts 1Q, Concentration and Academic Performance
Strengthens Memory and Improves Listening Skills
Promotes Emotional Expression and Fosters Creativity
Teaches Goal Setting and Promotes Friendships

SEE THE NOVEMBER CALENDAR FOR A LIST OF ALL REHEARSALS.
See you soon!

Some things bear repeating...APPLAUSE

Please DO NOT applaud any choral music being sung by any of the choirs
and soloists during our worship services. We are praising God, not providing
entertainment.

If you are inspired by the music, please acknowledge it directly to singers
who are usually in Fr. Amend Hall after the service. They would love a
personal response from you. Thank you.

Calendar: Rehearsal Schedules
Cherub Choir Sunday after Church November 3,10,17,24

NOTE: Christmas Eve 4 P.M. service a Youth Cantata will be performed.

Rehearsals - November 3, 10, 17, 24 from 11:30 - Noon for choir

Adult Choir Wednesday 7 P.M. November 6,13,20 No rehearsal 11/27
Contemporary Group: 6:00 P.M. Vocals 6:30 P.M. Instrumental November 20

Singing Schedules

Cherub Choir November 24 at 10:00 a.m. service
Adult Choir November 3,10, 28 (Thanksgiving Day)
Warren Teall November 17

Contemporary Group November 24
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Please joinus for q

LADIES CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON
AT SEAN PATRICK"S

COST - $29 - DUE NOVEMBER 3RD
SIGN UP & PAY @ CHURCH STORE OR
CONTACT FRANBALLARO -716-876-2835
DECEMBER-I AM

SATURDAY 0
LUNCH®@ NOON

J
33 HO Buffetincludes salad, carved
top round of beef.baked ham,
“o penne pastaw/red sauce,

green beans & herbroasted
"0’ potatoes. Rolls w/butter. Ice
cream, coffee, tea, decaf

SEE YOU THERE"'



Boxes to be filled are available in the
Fr. Amend Hall.

Filled boxes need to be returned to the
church no later than

Sunday, November 17th.

Ten dollars for shipping needs to be sent to Samaritan’s Purse for
each box you fill. An envelope is provided in the
“HOW TO PACK A SHOEBOX” pamphlet.

OR

You can make a $25 donation on the church’s website
and a box will be packed and filled for you.

10



OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
REQUESTS THE HONOR OF YOUR PRESENCE
AT A DINNER,

THE HOLY COMMUNION,

TO BE GIVEN IN HIS HONOR

THANKSGIVING DAY
NOVEMBER 28, 2024
8 & 10AM

Remember the first invitation in Matthew 22:1-14

OUR THANKSGIVING DAY SERVICES are at 8 & 10AM. Remember to give thanks to Almighty God for
His blessings to us in the past year. Emphasize the spiritual blessings of the day by including your
company in your celebration at church as well as sharing food at your table at home. Receiving Holy
Communion on this holiday is an appropriate way to honor our Lord Jesus, as well as gathering our
families with our church family.

THE ADVENT ENVELOPE is included in your packet of offering envelopes with the hope of returning
the true meaning of Advent as a time of spiritual preparation for the coming of Christ into our hearts
in our Christmas Communion. You may return the Advent envelope to the church or place it in the
alms basin anytime during the Advent/Christmas season. Advent offerings will be distributed to the
needy and other Christian ministries. Thank you!

FLOWERS FOR THE CHRISTMAS ALTAR may be given as memorials or thank offerings. Please use the
envelopes provided in the pews. Deadline is December 8™,

THE ANNUAL PARISH ELECTION FOR THE VESTRY WILL BE HELD DECEMBER 7 and 8. Voting will take
place before and after all three services. Photos and information about all candidates will be available
before the election. Please see Fr. Ward if you are interested in being a candidate.

CHURCH SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT is Sunday, December 15 at 4:30pm. Dinner and Gingerbread
House decorating will follow the program.

PLEASE CHECK PARISH LIFE in the Sunday bulletin for announcements regarding upcoming events
and ministry opportunities.

THE MONTHLY COLLECTION OF FOOD FOR THE NIA-CAP FOOD PANTRY is the first weekend of each
month. Thank you for your continued and generous support of this ministry!

CARDS WILL SOON BE AVAILABLE IN THE MAIL AND PEWS FOR YOUR PLEDGE TITHE FOR OUR 2025
BUDGET.

11
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November 2024

Next +fappenings

Wednesdays, 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Join us for our regular meetings filled
with engaging lessons and activities
Dinner provided

No YG Meeting Nov. 13th
Due to event on the 15th

No YG Meeting Nov. 27th
Due to Thanksgiving holiday

Save the Date: Dec. 18th
6:00 pm Christmas Game Night

Save the Date: Jan. 22nd

P _ . 6:00 pm Parent workshop
Continuing our series on how to handle fear

and discover that fear can come from anywhere,
but God is our solution. When our faith is healthy it
Is always stronger than fear. As we focus on God,
He keeps fear in the right perspective, and as we
trust in God, He will give us courage in the midst of
fear.

et Qs A ceneration et Newstester Page 01 Psalm 9:1 NASB
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Save the Date: Friday, November 15th — Buffalo Battleground. Join us for a night of laser

”ﬂ tag and arcade fun. We will meet at the event center at 6:00pm and pickup will be at

-y 7:30pm. Cost is $20 per person and is due by November 10th. Pizza will be provided. A

BATTLEGROUND waiver form must be signed in order to participate in this event, so be sure to watch your
email for the waiver form.

Save the Date: On Wednesday January 22nd from 6 - 8 pm, we will have a Parent
Workshop for parents and guardians of youth in grades 6-12. The workshop will focus on
how to help middle and high school students grow spiritually through developing key
spiritual habits essential for their relationship with Jesus. We encourage every parent to
attend and take advantage of this valuable training.

wcxr Q(eps A Generation Next Newsletter Page 02
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November Birthdays

2 Betty Wandel

3 Patricia Emmons

4 Mark LaDuca, Riley McAndrews, Cathy Reitz, /ﬂ ﬂ
Renee Szymanski, Miles VanSaders ﬁ
5 Karen Dolce BII f/l ({(7)’

':-':\:. 3
6 Sharon Lukacz 7% ' this day bring i‘:f.

you all the blessings of

—

10 Autumn Bush, Norma Passino

/‘70(/3‘ wondrous love,

11 Muriel Forte
L & (H(”( S§8 [’uh( (Illt/
12 James Glownia, Diane Hyzy - % / boundless
14 Nancy Brylinski / §7
16 Pamela Austin, Michael Hillery, Larry Lade

17 Dona Hubbard, Jean Servis

19 Paul Faust

20 Justin Johnson
22 Fr. Jacob Bush, Irene Scranton

23 Louis Oliveri Jr.

DECEMBER
24 John Calabrese, Diane Merrick

1 Marcia Brock, Khloe Kibby
25 Ronald Derrett

. . 2 Lucas Fish
27 Andrew Hillery Ill, Gary Pawlowski Jr.,
Fr. Burt Weigen 4 Grace Ward
28 Stephanie Fetter, James Weiser 5 Richard Herrmann, Lindsay Tobin,

. . Carol Woeppel
29 Isabel Gradzewicz, Isabel Luckoski,

Baritema Nordee, Molly Sammarco,
Robert Tackaberry

30 Thomas Houston

If you notice a mistake in the birthday list please call (716) 831-1777 or email
the secretaries: secretaries@stbartston.org




November Calendar
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PERSECUTED CHURCH CALENDAR
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« AS WE EXPRESS OUR

WE MUST NEVER FORGET

THAT THE HIGHEST

WPPRECIATION ISNOTTO

T UTTER WORDS,
7.6 BUT TO LIVE BY THEM.
. -JOHN F. KENNEDY
- T
Gave thanks to the Lord,

.fo.r,_He 1s:good; His love endures forever.

-Psalm 118:1..

q ¢

N\ Ny

77;;5 Just Cr

THANKSGIVING DAY.
BUT EVERY DAY
OF YOUR LIFE
APPRECIATE AND NEVER
TAKE FOR GRANTED
ALL THAT YOU HAVE.

grow when the g

are shared.
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