REVELATION

MADE RELEVANT!




BITHYNIA & Cities of the seven churches

(Constantinople)

Byzanitn.s *Nicaea Major travel route
$xeapolis
Samothraces,
(f,g P < Troy
'T
Abgedr rswoti s MYSIA ASIA MINOR -LYCAONIA
S@(ﬂ ’5255 Per
Lesb gamum
o eSI\/(IDI?yen & Thyatira PHRYGIA S ATtioeh CILICIA
L Smyrna —&Sardis °Icon|un[1) 5
ChIOS & Philadelphia PISIDIA eLystra *“°™°€ ;Jarsus
& Ephesus ‘*Hierapolis S
)Athe Q Samos eTrogyllium-flLaodicea  ePerga e
v . Miletus -Colos(s:ae Attalia PAMPHUYLIA Seleucia
Patmos LYCIA '
N V7 COS&‘F Y CYPRU o
& sl - Cnidus Patara e alamis
O HODES
O % Paph

o

W~z N




BRITAIN

London.

Cologna,> GERMANY

Mainz,

GAUL _

LS
-
/

Lyons. /%
S
(9
c?

5

“aSolona’,
2% T -~ <
Rome,

Corsica
(/-
Sardinia «Puteoli

MAURETANIA Cartl}lage'

-
o
>

f, ] Roman Empire by the time of Julius Caesar (44 8.C.)
[ ] Territory added by Augustus Caesar (ap.14)

[ ] Territory added by Trajan (a0.117)

e
Thessalonica

SARMATIA

Cay

DACIA .,C“.'TUS Mrs
- ” :in(. )

ST

S .
MOESTA
o 4 w8 )
oA THRACE \‘\,\«v\§‘:,s o ARMEN‘\A G
+Philippi pON iR
MYS'AByzantlun! A~

Pergamum.

CAPPADOCIA e 4 PARTHIA

.Edessa
A)/£SOpo .
. 7 Yo
P Antloch \V' o 8 447

r ura-
prus (_’ £ Europos:
Sidon,/ .Damascus
Tyre' </
O.Pélla

‘(’
Jerusalem® &
\ <

*Tarsus

ARABIAN

Cyrene
DESERT

AAlexandria y

CYRENE




Introduction

Revelation: An Outline
" Prologue (1:1-3)
Seven Messages to Seven Churches (1:4-3:22)
Seven Seals (4:1-8:5)
Seven Trumpets (8:2-11:19)
Seven Symbolic Histories (12:1-14:20)
Seven Bowls (15:1-16:21)
Seven Messages of Judgment (17:1-19:10)

Seven Visions (19:11-22:5)
= Epilogue (22:6-21)

N O A LN R



WORSHIP

Revelation 4 & 5

v




WRATH: The Seals of Judgment



Revelation 7

God’ s End-Time Army (?)




p
§ Who are the “144.0007?

» If they take the number
literally, they need to be
consistent

* they should be male
Jewish virgins




» But when J.W.’ s started they
were partly right: this is the
number of the “saved”:

o 7:3: “a seal on the
foreheads of the servants
of our God”

« the “servants of God” in
Revelation are all
believers (1:1; 2:20; 6:11;
19:10; 22:3, 6, 9)

* I won’t ask how many of
you are male Jewish
virgins




s
.Q Rev 14:1: 144,000 standing on
WA Mount Zion
Py
e

» New Jerusalemites—those who will dwell in the
New Jerusalem

» 14:4: chaste—male version of pure New
orned for her hs
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of the image in 5:5-6:

This parallels the reapplication

v
.s » John hears of a

w conquering lion (5:5)

i » when he turns, he sees
a lamb (5:6)

Jesus thus conquers
through martyrdom

o

» John hears of an end-
time army (7:1-8)

» He sees an army of
martyrs (7:9-17)

Jesus’ followers thus

conquer through
martyrdom (6:9-11)

o
o
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» This number symbolizes the people
of God

12 squared x 10 cubed: God’ s
people arranged according to
military ranks (thousands)

* More clearly: Yohanan
explicitly reuses these symbolic
numbers

e 21:16: New Jerusalem like a
square (Israel’ s army camps)

° 12,000 stadia long, wide, and
high: 71500 miles

« wall: only 144 cubits
(disproportional if literal)
 the point: the city of God for the

people of God, New Jerusalem
for those spiritually Jewish




Sealing of righteous

» Proposed backgrounds
* Branding soldiers (some): end-time army
» branding animals, slaves: God’ s “servants”
 head and hand: phylacteries; vs. Rev 13:16-17
* seal attests ownership (Is 55:5)

» Righteous branded for salvation: Ezek 9:1-7




Who isin 7:9-177

» Innumerable multitude 1n 7:9:

* Echoes promise of Abraham’s
descendants (Gen 13:16)?

» The great tribulation 1n 7:14

» May echo Dan 12:1, echoed in 1 Macc
9:27

* Both involve God’s people Israel




NT parallels OT

They will neither
hunger nor thirst, nor
will the desert heat
nor sun beat upon
them. He who has
compassion on them
will guide them and
lead them beside
springs of water--Isa
49:10

Never again will they
hunger; never again
will they thirst. The
sun will not beat upon
them, nor any
scorching heat. For
the Lamb 1n the midst
of the throne will be
their shepherd. He
will lead them to
springs of living
water. And God will
wipe away every tear
from their eyes--Rev

7:16-17




In Is 49:10, God will

1. Protect His people
from

a. Hunger
b. Thirst

" .
.g St

2. Lead them to springs

.s of water
v

v 7:16 evokes Is 49:10

In Rev 7:16, Yeshua will

1.

2.

Protect His people
from

a. Hunger
b. Thirst
c. The sun

Lead them to springs
of water



Rev 7:17 evokes Is 25:8

In Is 25:8 In Rev 7:17

» God will wipe away » Jesus will wipe away
His people’ s tears His people’ s tears




Two differences in Revelation

» 1. Jesus is identified
with YHWH

» 2. The promise for
Israel s restoration
now welcomes all
believers from all
peoples who follow
the lamb.




V.
.Q Lambs were weakest members of
Wa a flock (Is 40:11)

But Jesus 1s our
shepherd
precisely
because he 1s
the

slaughtered
lamb.




Power of prayer (8:2-6)

) 7 angels (= 7 archangels?)

) trumpets: worship instruments in heavenly
temple--but also call to war

) Incense: prayers of saints (8:3)

* Ps 141:2: May my prayer before you be like
incense, my hand-lifting like the evening
sacrifice in the Temple.

) judgments cry out for vindication (6:9-11)




The prayers of the suffering
e history!

» As in Daniel 9-10, kings
are merely pawns 1n
God’ s plans

» Not always immediate,
but God’ s answer comes

» E.g., cries of slaves in
U.S.; or those oppressed
under apartheid or Soviet
Empire




The trumpets and bowls evoke the
Jjudgments on Egypt




